Loomis Basin Horsemen's Association

Equestrian Trail News — July 12,2011

by Robert H. Sydnor, LBHA Trails Committee

This news is for LBHA members who may be riding within Folsom Lake State Recreation Area.

FLSRA park management has announced that the Peninsula Campground is closed for the entire
summer due to budget cuts, reduction of ranger staffing, and plumbing failure at the sewer-lift station.
This campground is accessed from Highway 49, Pilot Hill, and the Rattlesnake Road. The news report
from the July 12, 2011 issue of the Sacramento Bee is attached on page 2 of this news bulletin.

Park Road Closure, adjacent to Granite Bay Horsemen's Assembly Area

From the Douglas Boulevard entrance station at Granite Bay, the road heading north to Doton's Point
and Beek's Bight is locked at the park gate. The access road into the Granite Bay Horsemen's Assembly is
still open for horsemen to use. However, it has unfortunately caused some parking congestion, because

bikers and hikers are now parking their vehicles where only horse-trailers are allowed.
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Vehicles have been parkmg at the corner of Twin Rocks Road and Boulder Road and often blocking
the fire gate and safety access for fire trucks and other emergency vehicles into the park. Park
management has placed large rip-rap boulders of quartz diorite in this area to preclude unsafe parking.
Horsemen should use the nearby Granite Bay Horsemen's Assembly Area, only about 400 yards south.
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Pemnsula Cam

pground

will close on Folsom Lake

By CaTtHY LOCKE
clocke@sachee.com _

A staffing shortage and
equipment failure have led
state Department of Parks
and Recreation officials to
close the Peninsula Camp-
ground on Folsom Lake effec-
tive July 18.

Because of a lack of staffing
and the continued state hiring
freeze, the campground off
Rattlesnake Bar Road in the
El Dorado County community
of Pilot Hill can no longer be
safely operated, officials said.
In addition, the sewer lift sta-
tion that services the camp-
ground’s restrooms and
shower facilities failed over
the July Fourth weekend.

“Sadly, we have reached the
point where both staffing and
equipment failures have left
us with no other options but
to close Peninsula,” Scott Na-
kaji, superintendent of State
Parks’ Gold Fields District,
said in a written statement.

The Folsom Lake State Rec-
reation Area is allocated 21
ranger/peace officer positions
and generally operates with
13 to 16 of those positions
filled, he said. Ten or 11 rang-
ers are considered minimal
staffing, Nakaji said, but the
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recreation area currently is op-
erating with eight.

The Folsom Lake State Rec-
reation Area, which includes
Lake Natoma, spans three
counties with more than 100
miles of trails and 75 miles of
shoreline. Officials said serv-
ing the area has been more dif-
ficult this year because high
water levels have attracted
record crowds.

The Peninsula unit, with a
100-site campground and a
day-use area, is 10 miles from
Cool, off Highway 48, down
narrow Rattlesnake Bar Road.
Because of the remote loca-
tion and extended response
time for law enforcement and
emergency services, the park
has dedicated two officers to

its operation during busy sum-
mer weekend.

With current staffing levels,
Nakaji said, continuing to
staff the campground would
take personnel away from
more popular areas along the
lake, such as Granite Bay and
Beals Point.

Ted Jackson, a spokesman
for the Folsom Lake State Rec-
reation Area, said the vehicle
entrance to the Peninsula
Campground and day-use
area will be gated, although
the area will remain accessi-
ble to pedestrians and boat-
ers. The campground is typi-
cally open April 1 through
Sept. 30. State Parks officials
estimate they will lose about
$10,000 in revenue by closing
the campground.

State Parks spokesman Roy
Stearns said 70 reservations
had been made for campsites
at the Peninsula Campground
for the period from July 18
through Labor Day. Those in-
dividuals will be contacted by
ReserveAmerica and offered a
chance to camp at other camp-
grounds in the state or to re-
ceive full refunds
Call The Beea Ca.thy Lm*kp
(916) 321-5287.



